TEACHERS OF THE DECCAN	27
One day the king met Ramdas at the ancient temple
of Maruti on Jaranda Hill not very far from Satara.
The saint asked for alms. Shivaji wrote some words
on a piece of paper and dropped it into the sage's
lap. Ramdas picked it up and read in it a grant of
the entire kingdom. The saint affected to accept
the grant and for the whole day, Shivaji, having
no longer any property, acted as his servant. At
the end of the day, Ramdas asked Shivaji how he
liked the change from kingship to service. Shivaji
replied that he was quite happy, provided that he
was near his teacher. Ramdas gave back the grant
and said, 'Take back your kingdom. It is for kings
to rule and for Brahmans to pray.' Nevertheless
Shivaji insisted that the saint should bestow on him
his sandals, as Rama had done on his brother
Bharata, so that the world might know that Ramdas
and not Shivaji was the real king. He also chose
for his flag the orange brown banner, which the
pilgrims'bear when they go to worship at Pandhar-
pur. It is famous in history as the Bhangwa Jhenda.
Ramdas outlived the great king by a single year
and although he would not receive Sambhaji be-
cause of his cruelties, he wrote him an admirable
letter begging him to model his rule on that of his
father.
'Never forget/ he wrote, £how Shivaji won his
kingdom. If you call yourself a man try to do better
than even he did/
The last moments of Ramdas have been admirably
described in Ramdas' life by Hanmant SwamL It
was at Parali that the wise old Brahman felt his end
approaching. His disciples felt it also and gave way
to grief. Ramdas rebuked their tears and composed

